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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The indicated allowability of the claims is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to USPN 6,636,888. Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1- 8, 10, 1 1, 13-15, 17-20, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,636,888 to Bookspan et al. 

As concems claim 1, a method for communicating real time data streams between a 
plurality of virtual meeting attendees over a digital data network comprising the steps of: 
receiving a plurality of real time data streams that include a first and a second real time data 
stream (coL 5, lines 50-62; audio and video data) communicated from at least one attendee 
computer at each of a plurality of virtual meeting attendees (fig. 3-schedule broadcast/meeting); 
linking said first real time data stream from each of the plurality of virtual attendees to a first 
network interface (fig. 19,53; also "interface" could be $Ouiid or video card -col. 9, lines 13-18- 
computers have sound and video cards; or ports inherent to the network device) that is separate 
from said at least one attendee computers (applicant's specification p. 5 discloses broadest 
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reasonable interpretation of "interface" to cover both software and hardware and the interface 
being at the computer); lini<ing said second real time data stream from each of said plurality of 
virtual meeting attendees to a second network interface (frg. 19^ 53; also "interface" could be 
sound or video card -col, 9, lines 13-18-C0nq?uters have sound and video cards) that is separate 
from said at least one attendee computers (applicant's specification p. 5 discloses broadest 
reasonable interpretation of "interface" to cover both software and hardware and the interface 
hmB^akMmmm^my, and, allowing a requestor to selectively link to one but not the other of 
said first and said network interfaces (fig. 1,116; fig. 5, 322, 324-select audio, video Or both; 
col. 8, lines 50-62). 

As concerns claim 2, a method as defined by claim 1 and further including the steps of 
recording the usage (col % line 2; 325-recording section; 340) of said requestor. 

As concems claim 3, a method as defined by claim 2 wherein the step of recording said 
usage includes recording the time that selectively links to each of said one or more of said first 
and said second interface, and of recording the time said requestor disconnects from each of 
said one or more first and second network interfaces (col. 10, lines 45-53; col. 15, lines 14-22). 

As concems claim 4, a method as defined by claim 2 wherein the step of recording said 
usage includes recording the amount of data consumed by said requestor (inherent recorded data 
will be a certain amount). 

As concems claim 5, a method as defined by claim 1 wherein said first real time data 
stream is audio data (322) and said second real time data stream is video data (324). 

As concems claim 6, a method as defined by claim 1 wherein said plurality of real time 
data streams further includes a third real time data stream (col. 9, lines 57-64), and further 
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including the step of linking said third real time data stream from each of said plurality of 
virtual meeting attendees to a third network interface (col. 9, lines 57-64; 332). 

As concerns claim 7, a method as defined by claim 6 wherein said plurality of real time 
data streams includes a total of n streams (audio, vid^O, and/Of email), and further including the 
step of linking each of said n streams from each of said virtual meeting attendees to one of n 
network interfaces (fig. 19, 53; also "interface" could be sound or video card -col. 9, lines 13- 
1 8-compul©r8 have sound and video cards), where n is any positive integer. 

As concerns claim 8, a method as defined by claim 7 wherein said first real time data 
stream from said n streams is video data (col. 20. line 29). wherein said second real time data 
stream from said n streams is audio data (col. 20, line 29), wherein said third real time data 
stream fi-om said n streams is application data (col 20, line 29-pre8eEtation slides), and wherein 
a fourth real time data stream from said n streams is auxiliary data (email data; col, 9, lines 57- 
64; 332). 

As concerns claim 10, a method as defined by claim 1 wherein said first and second 
interfaces are each one port (inherent for network device to have ports, software defined 
destitiation points at a host computer that are attached to processes enabling data transmission). 

As concems claim 1 1 , a method as defined by claim 1 wherein said first and second 
interfaces are each a plurality of ports (inherent for network device to have ports, software 
defined destination points at a host computer that arc attached to processes enabling data 
transmission). 

As concems claim 13, a method as defined by claim 1 wherein said plurality of virtual 
meeting attendees are a first plurality of virtual meeting attendees at a first virtual meeting, and 
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wherein the method further includes the steps of: receiving a second plurality of real time data 
streams from each of a second plurality of attendees of a second virtual meeting (another 
meeting at another point in time; col. 2, lines 49-53), said second plurality of real time data 
sfreams from each of said second plurality of virtual meeting attendees including a first and a 
second real time data stream (col. 5, lines 50-62; audio and video data); linking only said first 
real time data stream (fig. 1, 116; fig. 5, 322, 324-iiielcct audio, video or both; col. 8, lines 50- 
62) from said second plurality of data sfreams from each of said second plurality of second 
virtual meeting attendees to a third network interface (a thii*d|>Oi*t); and, linking only said 
second real time data stream (fig. 1, 116; fig. 5. 322, 324-sclect audio, video or both; col. 8, 
lines 50-62) from each of said second plurality of second virtual meeting attendees to a fourth 
network interface (a fourth port). 

As concems claim 14, a method as defined by claim 13 wherein said first real time data 
streams from each of said first plurality of first virtual meeting attendees and said first real time 
data streams from each of said second pliirality of second virtual meeting attendees are video 
data streams (324), and wherein said second real time data sfreams from each of said first 
plurality of first virtual meeting attendees and said second real time data sfreams from each of 
said second plurality of second virtual meeting attendees are audio data streams (322). 

As concems claim 15, a method as defined by claim 1 wherein said plurality of virtual 
meeting attendees are physically present (inherent attendees would be physically present to 
capture their image on the camera) in a plurality of conference rooms, each of said conference 
rooms having a plurality of cameras (col, 21, line 52) for communicating a plurality of real time 
video sfreams. 
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As concerns claim 17, a method as defined by claim 1 wherein at least one of said first 
and second network interfaces is an interface between unicast (only one other attendee) and 
multicast communications (col. 14, line 4). 

As concerns claim 18, a method as defined by claim 1 and further including the 
preliminary step of querying each of said plurality of virtual meeting attendees to identify said 
first and second real time data streams (fig. 14 - 1204,1208; fig. 5-scttings for determining 
communication). 

As concems claim 19, a method for linking data communications between a plurality of 
users in a virtual meeting on a data network, the method comprising the steps of: designating a 
first network interface (fig. 19, 53; also "interface" could be sound or video card -col. 9^ lines 
1 3-18-compu.ter8 have sound video cards; or ports inherent to the network device) for 
communicating real time video data (324) streams; designating a second network interface (fig. 
19, 53; also "interface" could be sound or video card -col. 9, lines 13-18-computers have sound 
and video cards; or ports inherent to the network device) for communicaliiig real time audio 
data (322) streams; querying (fig. 14 - 1204,1208; fig. 5-scttings for doterniining 
commun:ieati0n) the plurality of users to determine what types of real time data streams each of 
said plurality of users will communicate to and from the network, said types of data including at 
least video and audio data; and, linking each individual of said plurality of users to one or both 
of said first and second network interfaces depending on what types of data said each individual 
of said plurality of users selected (fig. 1,116; fig. 5, 322, 324-select audio, video or both; col. 8, 
lines 50-62). 
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As concerns claim 20, a method as defined by claim 19 and further including the steps of 
recording the usage (col. 9, line 2; 325-rccording section; 340) by each of said users of each of 
said first, second, third or fourth network interfaces. 

As concerns claim 24, a computer program product for linking data contmiunications 
between a plurality of users in each of a plurality of virtual meetings on a data network, the 
program product comprising computer executable instructions stored on a computer readable 
medium that when executed cause one or more computers to: receive a first plurality of real 
time data streams from each of a plurality of first meeting attendees (col, 2, lines 49-53), said 
plurality of real time data streams including at least one real time video (324) data stream and at 
least one real time audio {MM) data stream from each of said plurality of first meeting attendees; 
receive a second plurality of real time data streams from each of a plurality of second virtual 
meeting attendees, said second virtual meeting occurring at least partially concurrently with said 
first virtual meeting, said second plurality of real time data streams including at least one real 
time video (324) data stream and at least one real time audio (322) data stream from each of 
said second virtual meeting attendees; link only said real time video data streams from said 
plurality of first meeting attendees to a first network interface and linking only said real time 
audio data streams (fig. 1, 116; fig. 5, 322. 324-sclcct audio, video or both; col. 8^ lines 50-62) 
from said plurality of first meeting attendees to a second network interface (a second port; 
inherent for processes to have multiple ports); link only said real time video (fig. 1 , 116; fig. 5, 
322, 324~select audio, video or both; col. 8, lines 50-62) data sfreams from said plurality of 
second meeting attendees to a fourth network interface (a fourth port) and linking only said real 
time audio data (fig, 1,116; fig. 5, 322, 324-8elect audio, video or both; col. 8, tines 50-62) 
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streams from said plurality of second meeting attendees to a fifth network interface (a fifth 
port); and allow a requestor (fig. 5-settings for determining communication) to selectively 
choose which of said interfaces to receive data streams fi-om. 

As concerns claim 25, a computer program product as defined by claim 24 wherein the 
program instructions further cause the one or more computers to assign an identifier (inherent to 
have an identifier for sending data to its desired destination) to each of said first, second, third 
and fourth interfaces, said identifier having inherent knowledge that describes the content of the 
data streams linked thereto. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
6,636,888 to Bookspan et al., as applied to claim 1 above, in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,991,385 
to Dunn et al. 

Bookspan et al. '888 do not explicitly disclose a bridge. 
Dunn et al. '385 teach a bridge (14; col. 4, lines 38-40). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the system of Bookspan et al. '888 with a bridge comprising ports, as taught 
by Dunn et al. '385, in order to provide a separate device for interfacing multiple connections. It 
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has been held that constructing a formerly integral structure in various elements involves only 
routine skill in the art. Nerwin v. Erlichman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. Furthermore, such a 
modification is a combination of known elements yielding predictable results. 

6. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
5,508,732 to Bottomley et al, as applied to claim 1 above, in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,282,206 
to Hindus et al. 

Bottomley et al. '732 do not explicitly disclose a high bandwidth interface. 
Hindus et al. ' 206 teach a high bandwidth interface for a high bandwidth data stream 
(abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the system of Bottomley et al. 732, with a high bandwidth interface, as 
taught by Hindus et al. '206, in order to provide a means of more efficiently utilizing the 
resources. Such a modification is a combination of known elements yielding predictable results. 

7. Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,636,888 to Bookspan et al., as applied to claim 20 above, in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,508,732 to Bottomley et al. 

Bookspan et al. 888 do not explicitly disclose calculating a usage fee. 
Bottomley et al. '732 teach a usage fee (fig. 18B). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the system of Bookspan et al. '888 with usage fees, as taught by Bottomley 
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et al. '732, in order to provide a means of recouping costs for services. Such a modification is a 
combination of known elements yielding predictable results. 

8. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
6,636,888 to Bookspan et al., as applied to claim 19 above, in view of U.S. Patent No. 7,167,552 
to Shaffer et al. 

Bookspan et al. '888 do not explicitly disclose allowing access only after presentation of 
a password. 

Shaffer et al. '552 teach only allowing said users to link to secure interface after 
presentation of a password (fig. 4B). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the system of Bookspan et al. '888 with a password protected conference, 
as taught by Shaffer et al. '552, in order to provide a secure means of limiting access to 
particular attendees. Such a modification is a combination of known elements yielding 
predictable results. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 12 and 26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John FoIIansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John B. Walsh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 245 1 



